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Over the past two years, we have had the
pleasure of working with Roger Woo of the
Farmhouse Bard (2018), and Yuko Suda of
Brave Child Farms (2019). To date, we are the
only CSA program that offers local, pesticide
free Asian greens direct from our farmer. It will
be our 6th year next season with weekly
pickups happening in Chinatown. 

In addition to our ever-popular dumpling-
making workshops that we've been running
since the beginning, this year we started a new
workshop series focusing on dried goods. We
learned how to shop, prepare, and cook with
these items.

Adding to our suite of guides, we developed the
Chinatown Baked Goods Guide (in
collaboration with our partners Chinatown
Today), and Dried Goods Guide.
 
We also produced two recipe books: Travelling
Choi (2018) and the Choi Box Cookbook 2019:
Choose Your Own Adventure.

 



We've always been working in contexts where race and equity issues intersect broadly
with our work. Whether it was advocacy efforts within our own communities to not

serve shark-fin soup at traditional weddings, or exploring what local,
sustainable,  culturally appropriate dishes could look like on our dinner table, ongoing
considerations of how to honour ancestral identity through a lens of racial equity have

been at the centre of our work.
 

Through it all, we have found comfort in each other.  Many of us face and share
similar lived experiences as racialized people advancing social change work.

 
To formally grow our collective capacity to advance equity, we launched our Race &

Equity Project in 2019. The project consists of public events, workshop series,
community based research projects, and community capacity building opportunities.

 
This year, the Race & Equity Project has consisted of:

 
[Event] Race & Food: Fall Digest 

[Event] Race & Food: Chop Suey Nation/ Restaurant Kids
 

[Workshop] Race & Food: a youth workshop series
[Workshop] Race & Work: K-12 Educators

[Workshop] Race & Work: a youth workshop series
[Workshop] Unpacking White Privilege in the Food Movement

 
[Youth led] Workshop series on Reimagining the Future of Facilitation, including a

forthcoming best practices guide for racialized youth
 

[Ongoing] Race x Democracy portfolio

Our new flagship endeavor.



 

Chinatown has been our home
neighbourhood since 2012, when we started
renting office space from the Mah
Benevolent Society.
 
In the fall of 2018, we moved to a new co-
working space called Chinatown House. Our
office mates include Tomo Spaces, City of
Vancouver's Chinatown Transformation
Team, UBC Chinatown, Chinatown Today,
and others. Chinatown House is located in
the original Chinatown branch of Vancity
Credit Union, where we are now housed in
the same suite where we opened up our
organization's bank account!
 
In 2018, hua foundation was part of a new
initiative called Chinatown Summer Events
where our team ran the weekly Chinatown
Pop-Up Market, where we worked with 15+
vendors to showcase a variety of food based
experiences.
 
We also took on the work to develop the
Chinatown Shared Assets program where
community organizations are able to rent
tables, chairs, tents, and other pieces of
equipment for their own events.
 
Our food security initiatives (the Choi
Project) are based out of Chinatown.

Kevin, our executive director, is currently a
member of the City Council appointed
Legacy Stewardship group (LSG). As an
organization, hua foundation is sponsoring
one of the LSG Working Groups: "REC"
Relationship Building, Public Education, and
Capacity Building.
 
We also provided a culturally nuanced
media commentary during the Otter vs Koi
saga.

Our home base and a
community we are lucky to be

part of.



By Christina Lee

Following the publication of our 2018
Vancouver Chinatown Food Security Report
by Angela Ho & Alan Chen, we released the
Vancouver Chinatown Social Cohesion
Report in January 2019.
 
The research was conducted by report
author Christina Lee with support from
UBC's Land & Food Systems students.
 
The report measures the social distance and
parallel social (and economic) systems
within the rapidly changing small business
and food landscape in Vancouver’s
Chinatown.
 
The research takes into consideration how
there are complex cultural and socio-
economic interactions and threads
connecting businesses, residents, and
patrons of Chinatown and the Downtown
Eastside, two adjacent neighbourhoods.
 
The report contributes to the City of
Vancouver’s interest in supporting the
community to advance a bid for Chinatown
to become a UNESCO World Heritage Site,
with a specific focus on the ‘intangible
cultural heritage’ of the area.

We are holding an event to more fulsomely
explore social cohesion in and between
Chinatown and the Downtown Eastside on
November 7, 2019, from 7-9pm at 312 Main
Street, in partnership with the Megaphone
Speakers Bureau.



In October 2018, we brought together a team
of youth from the Asian diaspora to build

public support for the Provincial
Referendum on Electoral Reform.

 
Over three consecutive weekends, the team

of 15 youth designed an informational
pamphlet (in English and also available in

Chinese languages) and produced a
promotional video on why they are voting
"Yes" for Proportional Representation. The
team also canvassed and spoke with media.

Media spots included a one-hour live debate
in Cantonese.

 
Through this experience, we learned that

our generation is uniquely positioned to do
the work of increasing civic participation

and civic literacy in our communities.
 

This work now continues in the form of a
sub-project of our Race & Equity Project

called Race x Democracy. Through our Race
x Democracy file, we are working to advance

more equitable electoral systems and
engagement that will support racialized and
other marginalized groups in the realms of
political representation, running for office,

and overall civic engagement and access.



 
 
In 2018, hua foundation formed a
consulting team to engage our
community members, especially
the business community, on the
City of Vancouver's Single-Use
Item Reduction Strategy.
 
Our core competency lies in
engaging the Chinese &
Vietnamese communities, along
with other East and Southeast
Asian populations. Our team
provided direct face-to-face
outreach, translations and
interpretations, and provided
feedback on how to effectively roll
out educational and outreach
campaigns. 
 
Consultant team members: Amelia
Huang, Daphne Tse, Mimi
Nguyen, Kathy Thai, and Kevin
Huang

As part of our systems change
work, our spokespeople, Kevin
Huang and Jackie Wong, are often
asked to comment in the media on
a wide variety of topics including
the municipal election, Chinatown,
and the Hong Kong protests.
 
Team members also have been
invited to present at conferences
and lecture at institutions. A
selection over the past two years
include:
 

Food Secure Canada Conference
(Montreal)
ACCT: Chinese Canadian
Leadership Conference (Calgary)
Food Trust: National Convene
on Healthy Food Access
(Washington, DC, USA)

 
We have also recently lectured or
presented at UBC, SFU, BCIT, and
Emily Carr University of Art and
Design.



We have collaborated with various local
initiatives to support projects that are
values-aligned and often youth-driven:
 

BIPOC Convene (BIPOC organizers)
Ensoku (Japanese-Canadian youth) 
The Future is You and Me (a feminist
arts leadership program for young
women-identified people of colour)
Vancouver Food Policy Council
Tea.Base (Toronto)
Vancouver Foundation LEVEL
Stay WOC
Joss Paper Library

We are partners with a number of
organizations including:

Chinatown Today and Chinatown
House for Chinatown-related projects
Yarrow Intergenerational Society for
Justice & the Greater Vancouver Food
Bank for improving food access for
Chinese seniors
BC Association of Farmers Markets on
a pilot project for increasing cultural
access at farmers markets
Sustenance Festival as a festival
partner and workshop host



2019 was a landmark year for us, with two City of Vancouver
awards

 

 

 

 

 

"This award recognizes the Vancouver

Chinatown Food Security Report as it

strongly and clearly illustrates the cultural

importance of food as an intangible value

while contributing to community

cohesiveness."

 

The Vancouver Chinatown Food Security

Report by Angela Ho & Alan Chen has

shifted the conversation and policy direction

in the City to lifting up and investigating the

importance of cultural food assets and how

they contribute to resilient communities.

 

Thank you, Helen Lee, for nominating us!

 

 

 

 

 

"As a local, non-profit organization, the hua

foundation undertakes important work to

make space for those not usually at the table

in environmental and climate efforts as it

works to advance social change and build

resilient communities by empowering youth

in the Asian diaspora."

 

This award recognizes the past ten years'

worth of work, through Shark Truth, the

Choi Project, to our ethnocultural

community engagement on the City's Zero

Waste 2040 plan.

 

Thank you Councillor Christine Boyle and

Kimberley Wong for nominating us!



[Staff]

Kevin Huang, Jackie Wong, Leo Yu

 

[Special Projects]

Gillian Der, Vyas Saran, Christina Lee

Amelia Huang, Daphne Tse, Mimi Nguyen, Kathy Thai, 

Zsuzsi Fodor, Kimberley Wong, Dominique Bautista

 

[Board]

Elaine Su, Miranda Eng, Joyce Liao, Emily Huynh

Angie Chan, Miley Leong, Will Tao
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